Cytogenetics and molecular analysis in chronic myelogenous leukemia patients treated by interferon and chemotherapy.
A new combination regimen including chemotherapy and interferon was started in 1986 for the treatment of 24 chronic myelogenous leukaemia patients in chronic phase. Complete cytogenetic remission were noted in 10 patients and 6 of them are in sustained remission. The overall survival was 70% at 40 months. However, a minimal residual disease was detected in the 3 patients tested with the polymerase chain reaction. In addition no correlation was detected between the site of the breakpoint and response to therapy.